














 

 

 

 

 

Administrator of Elections 

 Monthly Report – August 2023 

 

 

• Deputy Registrar – We had a  deputy registrar class on August 8, 2023 at 5:30pm here 
at the Operations Center.  We trained 20 new registrars, and we now have a total of 
237. Deputy registrars supported six community and church events. 
 

• High School Voter Registration – We are starting earlier this year because the 
deadline for the Anne Dallas Dudley award has changed to February 5, 2024.  We did 
one event at Crosstown High School – we registered 14 seniors and did a voting 
machine demo.  We will have a new equipment demo at the MSCS Back to School 
Parade on August 26th.  We have two high schools scheduled for next week.  Many 
thanks to the I Am A Voter Collaborative who is helping with this effort.  
 

• Public Test – The public test of both early voting and election day machines is 
September 6 from 9am until 11am here at the Operations Center.  If you have never 
seen us test the equipment, please plan to stop in.  It’s a final check by the auditors 
after we have done extensive internal testing.  Because of the large number of 
candidates in the Mayor’s race, our test deck consisted of 8,680 ballots. 
 

• Text My Gov - We are getting ready to roll out TextMyGov.  Voters can text a number 
with questions.  Right now, we are going to start with just a few questions that it will 
respond to – 1) where do I vote?  2)  am I registered? 3) who is on my ballot?  If it can’t 
answer the question, a person will step in.  I’ll send notice to you when we are ready to 
go. 
 

• National Poll Worker Recruitment Day – is on Wednesday, August 23, 2023.  Please 
encourage people to become poll workers.  We desperately need more Republican poll 
workers;  it’s always a challenge to find enough to come into Memphis.  However, bi-
partisan control of our polling places is one of the bedrock principals of having a fair and 
honest election. 
 

• Water - We are no longer using bottled water here as we have leased an Artesian 
Bottleless Water system.  (You may have noticed that you have glasses of water rather 

 



than bottles.) The cost wasn’t significantly higher than our bill for bottled water and the 
new dispenser provides ice, hot, and cold water.  We have also switched from the 
classic plastic cups to compostable cups for election day.   
 

• Conferences - Chief Deputy Joe Young attended the Department of Homeland Security 
Center for Internet Security ISAC Annual Meeting In Salt Lake City. Operations 
Manager Carla Lytle and I will be attending the Election Center Annual Conference in 
Orlando, Florida next week.   
 

• Handicapped Accessibility – We re-surveyed all the Memphis polling places for ADA 
compliance. We purchased door pressure gauges rather relying on the previous test, 
which was could a person open the door with one finger.   We had a few sites whose 
doors required too much pressure to open to meet the standards.  We are working with 
the owners to reduce the tension of the doors.  If we can’t get the pressure down low 
enough, we will either purchase a “Big Bell” system that a voter can use to alert a poll 
worker inside that they need help, prop the doors open, or station a poll worker at the 
door. 
 

• City of Memphis Run-Off – A run off election is pretty much a certainty.  Mark your 
calendars for Thursday, November 16, 2023.  There are only two candidates in District 
1 and 4.  While it is possible that those races might end in a tie, then the provisions of 
TCA § 2-8-111 apply.  Run offs are likely in districts with a large number of candidates. 
There is no run-off for the Office of Mayor or for the Super Districts. 
 

• Campaign Finance - Little change from last month.  The only person on the Memphis 
ballot who has not filed is Pearl Eva Walker. The next report due for candidates in 
Memphis races covers the period from July 1, 2023 through September 25, 2023.  This 
is the pre-general report and is due on September 30, 2023.   
 

 

• Days to Upcoming Events 

Event Date Days Until 

Voter Registration Deadline - Memphis 9/5/2023 15 

First Day of Early Voting - Memphis 9/15/2023 25 

First Day to Issue Delegate Petitions 9/15/2023 25 

Last Day of Early Voting - Memphis 9/30/2023 40 

Memphis Municipal Election 10/5/2023 45 

First Day to Issue County Office Petitions 10/16/2023 56 

Memphis Municipal Election Run-Off (If required.) 11/16/2023 87 

Qualifying Deadline for Delegate and County Office Petitions 12/14/2023 115 
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